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2024 Code Development Cycle

General Information
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Jeff Brown, Deputy Director of Building and Fire Regulation

Paul Messplay, Code & Regulation Specialist

Florin Moldovan, Code & Regulation Specialist

Chris Scott, Code & Regulation Specialist

Khushnood Nabizada, Administrative Assistant

DHCD Staff
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April 1st: cdpVA opened for submission of code change proposals 

June: Notices of Intended Regulatory Action (NOIRAs) published

June - July: Study Groups and Sub-Workgroups begin meeting

July 14th: BHCD Public Hearing (with VFSB for SFPC)

October 8th: Deadline for submission of proposals for the 2024 CDC

July – November 2025: Stakeholder Workgroup meetings on proposals

March 2026: BHCD meets to consider proposals

September 2026: BHCD meets to consider proposed regulations 

March 2027: BHCD meets to consider final regulations

October 2027: 2024 Virginia Codes Effective

2024 Code Development Cycle (tentative dates)
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Access to Codes

https://encrypted-tbn3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcT6JhcN1mISQ7w3V34L4nB4aSZKgMJTUymzkmQLManaH8xTCZ585wpVfKg

codes.iccsafe.org/codes/Virginia

Free Online Access to 
Virginia and ICC Code books
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http://www.google.com/url?url=http://www.campusfiresafety.org/sponsor-icc&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=nC7yU9jHM9GPyASssYKIDA&ved=0CBYQ9QEwAA&usg=AFQjCNHMLVt5pHiIrA3xQ2XKPSOc8gOQLQ


va.cdpaccess.com Virginia’s online code development System

cdpVA
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https://va.cdpaccess.com/login/


cdpVA
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https://www.dhcd.virginia.gov/2024-code-development-cycle

• Workgroup documents (agendas, meeting summaries, etc.)

• Sub-workgroup documents (agendas, meeting summaries, etc.)

• Study Group documents (agendas, meeting summaries, etc.)

• General Information (memos, schedules, process flow chart, etc.)

• 2024 Base Documents 

2024 Code Development Cycle Webpage
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https://www.dhcd.virginia.gov/2024-code-development-cycle


https://www.dhcd.virginia.
gov/2024-code-

development-cycle

DHCD Base Documents
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https://www.dhcd.virginia.gov/2024-code-development-cycle
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• All meetings are open to attendance and participation by anyone

• Review and discuss all submitted code change proposals, including all 

proposals and recommendations from Study Groups and Sub-Workgroups

• A workgroup recommendation is determined for each proposal and the 

recommendation is provided to the Board of Housing and Community 

Development 

• Workgroup recommendations are classified as follows:

Consensus for Approval: No workgroup participant expressed 

opposition to the proposal

Non-Consensus: Any workgroup participant expressed opposition to 

the proposal

General Stakeholder Workgroup
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• Initial General Stakeholder Workgroup meeting(s) will be in July 2025

• Proposal Submission Deadline for the 2024 Code Development Cycle

October 8, 2025

• Final General Stakeholder Workgroup meeting(s) will be mid-November

General Stakeholder Workgroup
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• Study specific topics that require additional review and discussion 

• Identify areas of consensus and disagreement

• Determine if code change proposals or other solutions are appropriate

• May review proposals, provide analysis, make recommendations, 

and/or develop code change proposals

• All code change proposals and any recommendations on 

code change proposals are reviewed by the General Workgroups 

and assigned a Workgroup recommendation prior to BHCD 

consideration

Study Groups
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• Review and discuss code change proposals within their subject matter 

prior to the proposals being considered by the General Stakeholder 

Workgroup

• Address questions and concerns related to proposals to identify areas 

for compromise, where appropriate, in an effort to reach consensus

• May develop new code change proposals as determined appropriate

• Members may support proposals by joining the proposal as a 

proponent

• All code change proposals are reviewed by the General Workgroups 

and assigned a Workgroup recommendation prior to BHCD 

consideration

Sub-Workgroups
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2024 Code Development Cycle Study Groups:

• Single Exit Stair Buildings

• Expediting Permits and Certificates of Occupancy

• Heating and Cooling

• Unsafe Structures

2024 Code Development Cycle Sub-workgroups:

• Energy

• Statewide Fire Prevention Code 

2024 Study Groups and Sub-Workgroups
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Division of Building and Fire Regulations

State Building Codes Office 

codedevelopment@dhcd.virginia.gov

804-371-7150
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Virginia Codes – A Brief Overview of the 
Heating and Cooling Requirements
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• The Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code (USBC) contained building 

maintenance requirements beginning with the 1984 edition

• USBC, Volume II – Building Maintenance Code, 1984 Edition

• New set of regulations originally adopted by the BHCD on November 18, 1985

• Technical requirements based on the 1984 BOCA Basic/National Existing 

Structures Code

• Effective Date October 1, 1986

History
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• The 1990, 1993, and 1996 USBC, Volume II – Building Maintenance Code 

editions were based on the BOCA National Property Maintenance Code

• Heating requirements were prescribed for:

• Residential buildings

• Nonresidential structures

• No cooling requirements

History - Heating
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• 1990 USBC, Volume II – Building Maintenance Code 

• Residential buildings

• Must be supplied with sufficient heat during October 1 to May 15 to maintain a room temperature in all habitable 

rooms, bathrooms, and toilet rooms of not less than: 

• 65°F during  the hours between 6:30 AM and 10:30 PM

• 60°F during all other hours

• Applies to every owner and operator of any building who rents, leases or lets one or more dwelling unit, rooming 

unit, dormitory, or guest room, on terms either express or implied, to furnish heat to occupants

• Nonresidential structures

• Must be provided with sufficient heat during October 1 to May 15 to maintain a temperature of not less than 65°F

during working hours

• Applies to every owner of any structure who rents, leases, or lets the structure or any part thereof on terms, either 

express or implied, to furnish heat to occupants thereof

History - Heating
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• Beginning with the 2000 USBC edition, the ICC-family of codes is used as basis for the 

Virginia Codes

• 2000 USBC, Part III – Maintenance of Existing Buildings

• Technical requirements based on the 2000 International Property Maintenance Code (IPMC)

• Virginia introduces new requirements for cooling

• Presumably to comply with the Virginia Residential Landlord Tenant Act (§§ 55.1-1200 through 55.1-1262 of 

the Code of Virginia)

• No cooling requirements set forth by the IPMC

History – Heating and Cooling
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2000 USBC, Part III – Maintenance of Existing Buildings

• Heating

• Mostly same as the 1990 USBC, Volume II – Building Maintenance Code, with an exception

• Cooling

• Residential buildings must be supplied with cooling during the period from May 15 to October 1 

to maintain a temperature of not more than 80°F in all habitable rooms

• Applies to every owner and operator of a Group R-2 apartment building who rents, leases or lets one or more 

dwelling units, rooming units or guestrooms on terms, either expressed or implied, to furnish cooling to the 

occupants thereof

• No cooling requirements for other residential or non-residential structures

History – Heating and Cooling
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2012 USBC, Part III – Virginia Maintenance Code

• Same heating and cooling temperatures and dates as earlier USBC editions

• Specifically authorizes the code official to approve:

• Code modifications when requested for unusual circumstances; or

• Converting shared heating and cooling piping HVAC systems 14 calendar days before  or after the 

established dates if warranted by  extended periods of unusual temperatures

• Clarifies that the heating requirements apply to every owner and operator of a Group 

R-2 apartment building or other residential dwelling who rents, leases, etc.

History – Heating and Cooling
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2015 USBC, Part III – Virginia Maintenance Code

• The heating temperature to be maintained raised from 65°F to 68°F

• Change made as part of the Base Document development

• Unclear why the change was made; possibly to match the IPMC and IMC?

History – Heating and Cooling
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2018 USBC, Part III – Virginia Maintenance Code

• The cooling temperature to be maintained lowered from 80°F to 77°F

• Changes made to conform with the emergency regulations adopted by the BHCD 

at their March 18, 2019, meeting

History – Heating and Cooling
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2021 USBC Heating Requirements - Residential
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Virginia Construction Code (VCC) Virginia Mechanical Code (VMC) Virginia Property Maintenance Code 

(VPMC)

Required in every dwelling unit or portion 

thereof which is to be rented, leased or let on 

terms, either expressed or implied, to furnish 

heat to the occupants thereof.

Heating facilities must be capable of 

maintaining the room temperature during the 

period from October 15 to May 1 at: 

• 65°F (18°C)  during the hours between 

6:30 a.m. and 10:30 p.m.

• Not less than 60°F (16°C) during other 

hours

Note: requirements can be traced back as 

early as the 1984 USBC.

Active or passive space-heating systems 

required for all interior spaces intended for 

human occupancy with some exceptions for 

Group F, H, S and U occupancies and 

spaces where the primary purpose is not 

associated with human comfort.

Heating systems must be capable of 

maintaining an indoor temperature of not less 

than 68°F (20°C). 

Note: requirements can be traced back as 

early as the 2000 IMC.

Required in Group R-2 apartment buildings 

and other residential buildings with one or 

more dwelling unit, rooming unit, dormitory, 

or guestroom rented, leased or let on terms, 

either expressed or implied, to furnish heat to 

the occupants thereof.

The owner must supply heat during October 

15 to May 1 to maintain not less than 68°F

(20°C) in all habitable rooms, bathrooms, and 

toilet rooms.

• Allows for code modifications

• Not required to maintain temperature 

when the outdoor temperature is below 

the winter outdoor design temperature 

and the heating system is operating at its 

full design capacity



2021 USBC Heating Requirements – Nonresidential Structures
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Virginia Construction Code (VCC) Virginia Mechanical Code (VMC) Virginia Property Maintenance Code 

(VPMC)

Heating facilities required in every enclosed 

occupied space, with some exceptions for 

processing, storage and operation areas, and 

areas in which persons are primarily engaged 

in vigorous physical activities. 

Heating facilities must be capable of 

producing sufficient heat during the period 

from October 1 to May 15 to maintain a 

temperature of not less than 65°F (18°C) 

during all working hours.

Note: requirements can be traced back as 

early as the 1984 USBC.

Active or passive space-heating systems 

required for all interior spaces intended for 

human occupancy with some exceptions for 

Group F, H, S and U occupancies and 

spaces where the primary purpose is not 

associated with human comfort.

Heating systems must be capable of 

maintaining an indoor temperature of not less 

than 68°F (20°C). 

Note: requirements can be traced back as 

early as the 2000 IMC.

Heating facilities required for indoor 

occupiable workspaces with some exceptions 

for processing, storage and operation areas, 

and areas in which persons are primarily 

engaged in vigorous physical activities. 

Heating facilities must be capable of 

producing sufficient heat during the period 

from October 1 to May 15 to maintain a 

temperature of not less than 65°F (18°C) 

during the period the spaces are occupied.



2021 USBC Cooling Requirements
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Occupancy Virginia Construction Code (VCC) Virginia Mechanical Code (VMC) Virginia Property Maintenance Code 

(VPMC)

Dwelling Units N/A N/A

Required in Group R-2 apartment 

buildings where one or more dwelling 

unit, rooming unit, dormitory, or 

guestroom is  rented, leased or let on 

terms, either expressed or implied, to 

furnish cooling to the occupants thereof.

The owner and operator must supply 

cooling during the period from May 15 to 

October 1 to maintain a temperature of 

not more than 77° F (25°F) in all 

habitable rooms.

• allows the code official to consider 

code modifications

• maintenance of the minimum 

temperature not required when the 

outdoor temperature is higher than 

the summer design temperature and 

the cooling system is operating at its 

full design capacity

Nonresidential 

Structures

N/A N/A N/A



• House Bill 1658 

• Directs the BHCD to convene a stakeholder advisory group to evaluate changes to 

the USBC addressing temperature regulation

• Senate Bill 748 (Summary as introduced)

• Directs the BHCD to convene a stakeholder advisory group to evaluate changes to 

the USBC addressing temperature regulation

Why are we here?
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• Not a new issue

• Emergency Regulations adopted by the BHCD in 2019

• Ongoing issue, twice every year during season changes 

• Review and explore potential solutions

Why are we here?
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���=llq_nq_̀_a d&*#+& ;,&r%&'�#*'�-,'&,&'�],$*+&'s�t::&,&'�̀lòuo_̀_k_kl̀ k̀nuXllq_nq_̀_a d&*#+& v&:&,,&'�+-�8-\\$++&&�-*�h&*&,#%�i#eY�#*'j&/9*-%-[1lqlkq_̀_k d&*#+& v&]-,+&'�:,-\�h&*&,#%�i#eY�#*'�j&/9*-%-[1�e$+9Y.0Y+$+.+&�7wox�moy<lqlmq_̀_k d&*#+& 8-\\$++&&�Y.0Y+$+.+&�],$*+&'�_kl̀k̀mnXodllqlzq_̀_k d&*#+& v.%&Y�Y.Y]&*'&'lqlzq_̀_k d&*#+& 8-*Y+$+.+$-*#%�,&#'$*[�'$Y]&*Y&'�7-*�lY+�,&#'$*[<7àox�̀oy<lqlzq_̀_k d&*#+& ;#YY&'�01�:-,�+9&�'#1lq_̀q_̀_k d&*#+& v&#'�Y&/-*'�+$\&
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